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Eagle Service Project Benefits
Brazos Bend State Park

Srikanth Thiyagarajan with Boy Scout
troop 616 in New Territory has
successfully completed his Eagle
Project in Brazos Bend State Park. He
had a keen interest in doing a service
project that benefits our environment.
The Eagle Project he undertook
involved the eradication of adult
Chinese Tallow trees. The Park
currently has over 40 acres infested
with Chinese Tallow trees. An
eradication of some sections improves
the quality of state park and promotes
the natural vegetation as well as
increasing habitation for many animals
such as rabbits, squirrels, etc.

The Chinese tallow tree is an
aggressive weed tree of Southern Texas
and is one of the greatest threats to
habitat in the South and rapidly

replaces native communities ranging from Prairies, marshes and
bottomland forests into Chinese Tallow forests. It changes the
soil chemistry by lowering the pH of the soil it grows on and
makes it very acidic. This soil serves to promote its own growth
aggressively, once established. The native plants then die in the
altered soil condition. The insects, birds and mammals living on
the natural vegetation as food and shelter also must leave. The
adult trees are eradicated by chemical treatment on the Chinese
Tallow bark. The project focused on one area of the trail.

The volunteer turn out was excellent. 29 volunteers turned
out and in groups applied herbicide to eradicate these trees,
estimated to be about 1200 trees.

Srikanth, a scout since third grade, has participated in various
service projects in our community through his Boy Scout troop.

Stephen F Austin Cadets Win Drill Meet

On Saturday, FORT BEND Austin’s NJROTC Cadets competed
at the Tomball Championship Drill meet. Against 32 high schools
from throughout the state, Austin brought home the First Place
Trophy as Meet Champion. This is the Cadets’ third
championship of the year. Noteworthy accomplishments included
1st Place trophies for Armed and Unarmed Exhibition,
Academics and Female Color Guard Academics. Second place
trophies were earned in Unarmed Regulation Drill, Personnel
Inspection and Overall Athletics. In addition, third place trophies
were earned by the Male Color Guard, Armed Regulation and
Tug of War. Individual Awards were earned by Sophomores
Kimberly Page and Jennifer Nguyen in sit-ups. Kimberly did
146 sit-ups in two minutes to take first place for all female
competitors. Senior Michael Oubre performed 112 pushups in
two minutes to take third place for males. Unarmed Drill Team
Commander Kris Breis earned perfect scores in both Regulation
and Exhibition Drill from all judges.

The Cadets next competition will be at the State
Championship Drill Meet on 26 February at Texas A&M. For
the second year in a row, the Austin Cadets have qualified to
compete for the chance to go to the Navy National championship
drill Meet, held each spring in Pensacola, Florida. At last year’s
State Championship, Austin’s team finished third and they are
hoping to better that mark this year and earn the right to compete
against the best teams in the Nation.

5th/6th Grade Basketball Take 2nd Place!

Back row: Coach Brian Pinfold, Brian Pinfold II, Eric Tyler
Morvant, Coach Duane Morvant Front Row: Rahim, Bradley
Holmes, Robbie Combs, Amar Kahn, Samuel Yu

Srikanth addressing
the volunteers
regarding the finer
details before the
commencement of
the project. 




